
6th Sunday of Easter: Yr. B – 2021 

[Acts 10: 25-48; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17] 

 

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross said, “The woman’s soul is fashioned as a shelter, in which other souls may 

unfold.”  In other words, our mothers provide a space, first within their womb and then within the home for us to 

mature both physically and spiritually.  Let’s consider the attributes of four saintly mothers: 

 

First, St. Perpetua demonstrates motherly integrity and fortitude.  She was a young wife and mother 

imprisoned for studying to be a Christian.  In a dark dungeon she received the light of baptism, but her parents 

tried to persuade her to renounce Jesus in order to be set free.  What pained her most was separation from her 

newborn baby.  Eventually she was allowed to nurse her child in prison.  At trial, she was sentenced to be fed to 

wild beasts.  Perpetua stood tall in the amphitheater and offered a kiss of peace to her fellow martyrs.  The beasts 

did not kill her, so a nervous executioner was sent to finish the task.  She calmly directed the sword to where the 

final blow was laid.  The courageous witness of this mother and martyr gave birth to countless spiritual children.  

For Tertullian, an ancient Church Father, said, “The blood of martyrs is the seed of Christianity.”   

 

Second, Venerable Margaret Bosco illustrates a mother as a source of encouragement and support.  

Margaret found herself 29 years old, widowed, and raising three boys, including the future St. John Bosco.  They 

were poor dirt farmers during a terrible drought.  Young John had vivid dreams of St. Mary calling him to care for 

the troubled youth, abandoned by their families because they could not afford to feed them.  Boys as young as nine 

were turned loose in Turin, Italy to find work or run in gangs just to survive.  John felt a calling to the priesthood, 

an occupation normally reserved to wealthier families.  His older brother resented John’s vocation and beat him.  

Margaret made the difficult decision to send John packing for his safety and find a new home.  John, with the help 

of generous neighbors and the encouragement of his faith-filled mother, went to seminary.  John started an oratory, 

or house of prayer, for the youth he found in destitution in Turin.  He housed them, fed them, educated them, and 

trained them in safer fields of work.  But he needed the help of his mother, Margaret.  “Mama Margaret,” as she 

was affectionally called, joined her son in evangelizing and saving hundreds of homeless youths.   

 

Third, St. Monica shows a mother in prayerful pursuit of her child to grow in holiness.  Monica was the 

mother of a wayward son, the future St. Augustine.  Augustine took after his pagan father – full of pride, vice, and 

ill philosophies.  After fathering a child out of wedlock, Augustine, his mistress, and son invited Monica to travel 

from there home in North Africa to Rome.  At the port city, Augustine sent his mom to church to pray and slipped 

away on the first ship headed to Rome without her.  Undeterred, she boarded a ship across the Mediterranean and 

braved a storm, only to arrive in Rome and find that Augustine moved on to Milan, Italy!  Time to give up on 

converting her son?  Not likely, she went to Milan and enlisted the help of Bishop St. Ambrose.  After much 

dialogue with the bishop and his mother’s persistent prayers, Augustine was baptized.  He later became one of the 

most prolific bishops in the history.  On her deathbed she said, “All I wished for was that I might see you a 

Catholic and a child of Heaven.”   

   

Lastly, St. Mary shows how mothers, like Jesus, give their flesh and blood so that we may have life.  It is 

humbling that God chose to propose to Mary: “Will you, a creature, allow me, your Creator, to be born into my 

own Creation through your flesh and blood?”  Jesus then gave us his flesh and blood at the Last Supper so we 

might have eternal life.  Thus the Eucharist, Jesus’ body and his blood, are Mary’s as well.  Hence St. John 

Vianney wrote, “The Son takes pleasure in the heart of His mother, the source from which He drew the blood that 

… ransomed us.” 

 

Whether it be the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary nudging her Son into action at the Wedding in Cana, to the 

holy women at the foot of the Cross, or the women whom Jesus first appeared to on Easter morning, there is a 

special maternal care that women, especially mothers, convey to the rest of us.  Mothers make a home for us here 

and prepare us for a home in Heaven.  For St. Paul VI said, “Every mother is like Moses. She does not enter the 

promised land. She prepares a world she will not see.” 


