
30th Sunday in OT: Yr. A – 2020 

[Ex 22:20-26 • 1 Thes 1:5c-10 • Mt 22:34-40] 

 

St. Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is human being fully alive!”  Therefore, Catholicism is not a religion of 

‘no,’ but rather a religion of ‘yes’ to God’s plan that every soul come to its full potential.  Hence, most Catholic 

issues fall under the umbrella of “life.”    Here’s a brief survey of important life issues to remember this 

election: 

 

Environment – Pope Francis, in his encyclical, Laudato Si’, is concerned not only with our ability to damage 

God’s creation, but in the process how we harm others, especially those too poor to change or adapt.  They 

suffer the greatest from environmental hazards, droughts, wars over natural resources, or lack of necessities like 

water and food.   

 

Immigration – People have the right to migrate to sustain their lives and the lives of their families.  Our 

country is made up of many immigrants and refugees.  While people have the right to move, no country has the 

duty to receive more immigrants than its social and economic life can handle, thus we can police our borders.  

However, we should work to make it unnecessary for people to leave their own land by examining the root 

causes of migration, such as violence and poverty.   

  

Preferential option for the poor - This is means the Church puts the needs of the poor and vulnerable first.  

Why?  God told Moses in our first reading, “You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. (meaning the most 

vulnerable or poor) If ever you wrong them … I will surely hear their cry.”  In other words, God feels their 

suffering.  St. Oscar Romero wrote, “A church that does not unite itself to the poor in order to denounce … the 

injustice committed against them is not truly the Church of Jesus Christ.”   

 

Economy & poverty - Families make up a healthy society, and the erosion of them has increased poverty.  A 

strong economy can raise families out of poverty when better wages and jobs are abundant.  Welfare should not 

create dependency but rather stimulate personal responsibility and initiative.  Education and skills training are 

vital also.  

 

Racism – All people are equal because they are created in God’s image and Christs redeems all.  The U.S. 

Bishops wrote, “Racism is not merely one sin among many, it is a radical evil dividing the human family...” 

 

Marriage & Family – The earthly family is meant to be a reflection of the Heavenly Family – Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.  The Trinity was described by St. Augustine as the Lover, the Beloved, and the Love shared 

between them, respectively.  In our family, the husband is the lover, the wife is the beloved, and God willing, a 

child is the visible product of their love.  Parents are co-creators with God. 

 

Infanticide – Unfortunately, some states go beyond abortion and kill or allow a baby to die that survives a 

botched abortion.  Infanticide is not new, in ancient Rome, when a mother gave birth, the midwife placed the 

child on the floor.  The father would examine the child and decide whether to keep the baby.  Unwanted babies 

were discarded like garbage.  Human life for the pagans began only when the child was accepted.   

 

Healthcare – This is common good that should be sought for everyone.  How we accomplish this is debatable, 

but taking away our religious liberty in pursuit of it as the HHS mandate did is unconscionable.  In 2013, the 

federal government fined the Little Sisters of the Poor religious order because it did not want to fund 

contraceptives through its insurance.  After seven years of battle, these nuns prevailed. 

  



Birth control & abortion – Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen pointed out: “Birth control is not about birth 

or control.”  The Church recommends Natural Family Planning as a way to space children, increase couple 

communication, and cooperate with God’s design of the human body.  Contraceptives promotes a materialistic 

view of the human body as an object that can be manipulated.  It is no surprise that when contraception fails 

abortion often follows.  St. Mother Teresa said, “America needs no words from me to see how your decision in 

Roe v. Wade has deformed a great nation. The so-called right to abortion has pitted mothers against their 

children and women against men. It has sown violence and discord at the heart of the most intimate human 

relationships.... It has portrayed the greatest of gifts – a child – as a competitor, an intrusion and an 

inconvenience.” 

 

Supreme Court – “Legal” is not the same as morally right.  Prostitution is legal in parts of Nevada, yet no one 

claims it is morally right.  Human laws that do not reflect God’s law are unjust.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

opposed unjust segregation laws.  He wrote, “To put it in terms of St. Thomas Aquinas, an unjust law is a 

human law that is not rooted in eternal [or God’s] law.”  Dr. King also said, “Morality cannot be legislated, 

but behavior can be regulated. Judicial decrees may not change the heart, but they can restrain the heartless.” 

 

The Resurrection proves that life triumphs over death, therefore we stand for all life issues.  As we vote, 

remember the wise counsel of Archbishop Joseph Kurtz of Louisville: “Let us not see each other in the divisive 

light of Democrat or Republican or any other political party, but rather, let us see the face of Christ in our 

neighbors, especially the suffering or those with whom we may disagree.” 

 

 

 

 


