
17th Sunday in OT: Yr. A – 2020 

[1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12 • Rom 8:28-30 • Mt 13:44-52] 

 

Carrying a full load of iron ore pellets, the ship named Edmund Fitzgerald, embarked on her ill-fated journey 

from Superior, Wisconsin on the afternoon of November 9, 1975.  The next day the ship ran into a severe storm 

on Lake Superior, with near hurricane-force winds and 35-foot-high waves.  Shortly after 7 p.m., the Edmund 

Fitzgerald sank 17 miles short of the safety of Whitefish Bay—a distance she could have covered in about an 

hour.  The vessel lies in 530 feet of water as a tomb for its entire crew of 29.  The cause of its demise is still 

unknown, but theories include a rogue wave, a bad latch on a cargo hold or a structural failure.   

 

When investigating a shipwreck, we don’t start by analyzing the water that flowed in such as its chemical 

makeup or if it came from the Canadian side of the lake.  If we wanted to know why it sank, and were able to 

ask him, the man with the answer would be the captain.   

 

In like manner, we need not spend so much time analyzing what is wrong in the world and searching for 

solutions apart from their source, namely God.  When asked, “What is wrong with the world?”  The famous 

Catholic author, G. K. Chesterton, humbly answered, “I am.”  The world will be remade when we take 

responsibility and remake our self in God’s image and likeness.  The gift of free will means we are the captain 

of our own destiny.  And since our soul has a beginning and no end, we must pilot the vessel of our soul to its 

final destination: either the safety of the port of Heaven, or a shipwreck along the way. 

 

In the first reading, God appeared in a dream to the young King Solomon and invited him to ask for anything.  

Solomon did not ask for riches, power, or long life, only for an “understanding heart . . . to distinguish right 

from wrong.”  To be a good captain of our soul we must realize that real captains look outward and upward for 

direction.  They look for landmarks, study the stars and use satellites to tell where they are at and where they are 

going.  In like manner we look to the law of God for a moral compass, to be able to distinguish, not determine, 

between right and wrong.  In the end, we must put more God into our self to look like God. 

 

To do this look no further than the sacraments, which channel God’s Divine life into our souls.  The sacraments 

correspond to the seven conditions for human life in both the physical and social realms.  First, we must be born 

physically into this world, so through baptism we are reborn spiritually into the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.  Second, our bodies require nourishment, so do our souls.  The Eucharist is our food for the journey.  

Third, in life we must mature and assume responsibility to be a productive adult.  Confirmation makes us a 

soldier and apostle to build the Kingdom of God.  Fourth, when wounded we seek healing from a doctor.  When 

our soul is wounded from sin we see a priest in confession.  Fifth, life cannot flourish where there is disease.  St. 

James asked, “Is anyone among you sick? He should summon the [priests] of the church, and they should pray 

over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.”  So the Church administers the Anointing of the 

Sick.  Sixth, socially we have a responsibility to continue our species through the raising and education of 

children.  So a husband and wife, joined in Matrimony, answer God’s call to be fruitful and multiply.  Lastly, 

our lives are ordered by law and government so the People of God are shepherded towards what gives life by 

those ordained to Holy Orders.  These seven sacraments are the way Christ brings to fruition his promise: “I 

came so that you may have life, and have it more abundantly.” 

 

The need for change, starting right in the depths of our own soul, is real.  For Venerable Archbishop Fulton 

Sheen said, “In God’s eyes, there are perhaps more spiritual corpses walking around the streets today in 

apparent life, than there are physical corpses being carried to the graves.”  With that in mind, if God came to 

us like Solomon and said, “Ask for anything and it will be yours,” are we prepared to ask, to be more like Him?  

For St. Augustine asked, “What do you [really] possess if you possess not God?” 


